Literature Review Outline
How to use this template: replace every [bracketed prompt] with your own writing, then delete the prompt lines. Add or remove sections to match your program’s requirements.
Introduction
[Topic and why it matters: the problem and its context.]
[Purpose of the review and the review question(s).]
[Scope: years covered, databases searched, types of studies included.]
[How the rest of the review is organized.]
Theme 1: [Label the theme]
[Write one claim this group of studies supports. The claim is the section’s argument; the citations below are its evidence.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
Theme 2: [Label the theme]
[Write one claim this group of studies supports. The claim is the section’s argument; the citations below are its evidence.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
Theme 3: [Label the theme]
[Write one claim this group of studies supports. The claim is the section’s argument; the citations below are its evidence.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Author, Year] — [One sentence: what this study found that matters here.]
[Three to five themes is typical for a thesis or dissertation chapter. Add more Theme sections, or remove one, to match the studies you have read.]
Gaps in the Literature
[Which questions, populations, settings, or methods do the studies you read not cover?]
[Point to evidence in your notes or matrix for each gap, not to opinion.]
Conclusion
[What does the body of evidence you reviewed show overall? Restate the main claims from the themes.]
[What does your study add, given those claims and the gaps above?]
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